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Our Growing Number s 

 
Bernie Doucette, Membership Chair  

New Members  
 

We are pleased that you have joined District 28. We value 
your membership and look forward to a long association with 

you. We invite you to participate in the activities of RTO/ERO, 
an organization that offers numerous benefits to its members.  

Welcome  
Membership  

Full Members:   1425  

Associates:       _129  

Total:               1554  

Ἒ Associate Member  

¤   Transferred In  

Nancy Alder ¤  
Frank Baxter  

Ian Cooke  

Elizabeth Currie  

Sylvie Durocher  
Karen Edmunds  

Joan Edwards ¤  

Marie Gabriel  
Mary Hogg  

Ernest Jardine  

Lynda Jones  

Olga Klymenko  
Lynne M. Lemieux  

Lauren Maher  Ἒ 

S. L. Nicol  

Connie Petley  
Anthony Reimer  

Albert H. Ritter  ¤  

Carol Roozenboom ¤  
Charles White  

Mathius Zevenhoven  

District 28 placed 5th in growth in RTO/EROôs Recruitment 
Contest. This placement is by percentage standings. If 

you know of a retired educational worker who has not 
joined RTO please encourage them to consider becoming 

a member.    Ð  

   Make Way for Ducklings  
   Novodevichy Park, Moscow  
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R 
ecently, I was talking 
to two former col-
leagues about their 
upcoming retire-

ment. In the discussion, a 
number of questions and is-
sues arose; some I could an-
swer well, and others I was 
just not sure about. Thus, I 
thought I would share these 
with you and even ask you to 
help me on this one.  
 
The question that was most 
concerning to them was, òJust 
what have you done with your 
retirement?ó My flippant re-
sponse was that I have no idea 
how I ever found the time to 
go to school in the past. I am 
just too busy. Then I was able 
to point out that the best part 
of my situation now was my 
control over my own schedule. 
I told them of my pleasure 
with woodworking and how I 
have now turned it into a small 
company, for pleasure and re-
muneration. While still trying 
to keep my finger in the edu-
cational milieu, I have had the 
extraordinary experience of 
designing and developing a 
brand new Outdoor and Envi-
ronmental Education Centre 
(Killarney, ON). Oh! I have 
also had some time to volun-
teer for my favourite causes,  
continue contact and involve -
ment with my colleagues via  
RTO, travel, visit and play with  
 

 
 
 
grandchildren, as well as just 
tackle the òHoney Doó list. Ac-
tually, if I really got into it, 
this list would be a couple of 
pages long!  
 
Some of the other questions 
were:  

¶ òAre you not often bored?ó  

¶ òDo you not miss the chat-
ter of the staffroom?ó 

¶ òHas your life taken a to-
tally new direction?ó 

¶ òHas the OTPP been 
enough for you to get by on 
without radically changing 
your lifestyle?ó 

¶ òHave you started a new 
career/calling?ó.  

This list of questions could go 
on and on.  
 
I remember that before I re-
tired, I also found it hard to 
imagine just how things would 
goé and I had so many ques-
tionsé. Thus, I would invite 
anyone reading this to jot 
down a few of your own ex-
periences, changes, ideas, 
suggestions, etc. Just what are 
you doing with your retire-
ment? Please send them to 
me, anonymously or signed, 
and they could be shared with 
others.          
 
District 28 will again be send-
ing representatives to the 
Spring Senate of RTO. Do you 
have any questions or con-

cerns about the RTO/ERO gov-
ernance that you would like 
raised? This could include is-
sues related to òseniorsó, as  
RTO does a lot of lobbying on 
our behalf! Also, do you have 
any feedback on how the RTO/
ERO Health Plan is working? 
Please let us know!  
 
Do you know anyone who is 
thinking of retiring? Please di-
rect them to our Retirement 
Planning Workshop to be held 
on May 6. (Editor: The ad is on 
page 4.)  

 
Again I would like to extend 
an offer to any District 28 
member who would like to ob-
serve at our executive meet-
ings just to see what we do. 
Perhaps you would consider 
becoming a Member -at -Large 
which requires very little time 
commitment. The old saying 
that òmany hands make light 
workó applies to so many 
thingsénot the least in run-
ning our organization. There 
are many areas of expertise 
that we need:       
* Opinions!  
* Ideas!  
* Enthusiasm!  
* Camaraderie!   

If you would like to be on the 
agenda, please contact us in 
advance. Check out our meet-
ing dates on the districtõs web-
site www.rtod28.ca,  and 
please join us!   Ð  

  

Presidentõs Message 
\           Retirement has been a 

discovery of beauty for me. I 

never had the time before to    

notice the beauty of my      

grandkids, my wife, the tree   

outside my very own front door. 

And, the beauty of time itself. 

~Hartman Jule  
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Email Addresses  
 

Kathryn Brown, Membership Networking  
 
We would like to have your email address.  
 

Why? To inform members of sudden developments such as 

ñdeath of a member with information on visitation,ò or 

ñchanges to health policy coverage.ò This service is meant to 

serve you better without being intrusive.  
   

Please send your name  and email address  to:  

  brownka@rogers.com   

  Re: RTO District 28  
    

Be sure to add my email address to your ñaddress bookò so 

that RTO mail is not treated as spam. Please remember to let 

us know if you change your email address.  
 

All addresses are kept in strict confidence.    

If you have made any changes to your email address please 
contact Kathryn to update your information. Thanks  

In Memoriam  
 

We remember and honour 
the lives of  our departed 
colleagues and friends.  

 
Catherine Duncan  

John W. Judge  

Joseph J. Lemieux  
Robert C. Morrison  

Gordon Poole (Associate)  

Mary Kathryn Williams  

 
 
 
Our sympathies go out to 
their families and friends.  

Carol Gifford, Member -at -Large       

     
It is hard to believe that this was our fourth 

bonspiel.  The bonspiel has been held at the Whitby 

Curling Club since February 2007, when six teams 

participated.  In each subsequent year more teams 

have entered and this year we had a full draw of 

twelve teams which has been my personal goal for 

this event.  My thanks to the faithful teams who 

have returned year after year. Without you, this 

bonspiel would not be as successful nor as much 

fun has it has been.  

  

The entry fee was $160.00 per team.  It included 

morning refreshments, a hot lunch (lasagne, Cae-

sar salad, garlic bread and dessert), two eight end 

games and prizes for all participants.  As expected 

the staff and caterer of the curling club provided 

superior and friendly service.  Excellent curling and 

good sportsmanship were demonstrated during 

both games. At the end of the day, the top five  

teams were awarded LCBO gift cards in the  

 

 

 

 

 

denominations, per team member, in order of place-

ment:  

 

¶ First  place  Don Peebles   $35.00 

¶ Second place   Carol Gifford       $30.00 

¶ Third  place       John Henderson    $25.00 

¶ Fourth  place   Pat MacLean          $20.00 

¶ Fifth place        Fred Nyman           $15.00 

  

All of the other participants received LCBO gift 

cards valued at  $10.00 each. My thanks to the RTO 

District 28 executive for their continued support 

and contribution toward prizes.  

  

Finally, a big thank you to Carol Hinch, Past Presi-

dent, for stepping in at the last moment to be our 

scorekeeper. For someone unfamiliar with the intri-

cacies of scoring curling, Carol did an excellent job 

and was meticulous in assuring that every point 

earned was allocated according to the scoring sys-

tem used. Well, done.  Carol was also diligent in 

taking photos of the participants during the both 

games which were later displayed on our website 

www.rtod28.ca .  Ð  

Durham District 28  
 

Fun Bonspiel  
 

February 20, 2010 
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Details  
 

¶ For All Educators and Spouses  

¶ Holiday Inn, Oshawa  

¶ Registration: 3:30 to 4:00  

¶ Workshop: 4:00 to 8:00  

¶ Included: - a light meal  

                  - take home Retirement Booklet  

¶ Cost: $20.00  No refunds after April 21  

¶  Make cheque payable to:  

           RTO/ERO District 28  

           Note: Retirement Workshop  

¶  Maximum registrations 100  

 
 

For inquiries contact Don:      

  905.985.9635  

      don.farquharson@gmail.com  

District 28  

Retirement Planning Workshop -  May 6  
 

Don Farquharson, Retirement Chair  

Pass on this message , to any person 
in the educational community thinking of 

retirement... and help us welcome them 

to the wonderful life !  

 Do you have an interest in  
historical events in aviation?  
 
One of our districtôs members, Stan Taylor , has 

written a review of the book Pilot of Fortune  by Wel-
land author Ted Beaudoin. This book, the first in a 

trilogy, is an aviation adventure biography describing 

the remarkable international achievements of pilot 
extraordinaire Sheldon Luck, the first Chief Pilot of 

Canadian Pacific Air Lines.  

 
Stan, retired since 1991, is a former elementary 

school science teacher. He is very active with both 

Scientists in the School and the Science Teacherôs 

Association of Ontario (STAO). His review is accessi-

ble on the Internet at www.silverdartreplica.com/

books.html. Follow the link  Pilot of Fortune - read two 

book reviews.  


